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ment de la paraphrase arabe des Enneades", Bulletin de l'Institut d'Enypte, 
vol. XKIIT, 1941, pp. 263-295. 

(8)- Ke have dealt with the question of the hierarchy of knowledge in 
Islam in many of our studies, including Science and Civilization in Islam 
New York, 1970, pp. 21-91. 

{91- Concerming Ga sa°la see H. Corbin, En Islam iranien, vol. IV, Pa- 
ris, 1972, pp. 123-301; and H. Corbin and S.J. Ashtiyänt (eds.), Antholo= 
gie des philosophes iraniens, vol. III, Tehran, 1978, pp. 1-19 of the 
Persian and Arabic and also the beginning of the French, vhere parts of 
these glosses have been printed along with selections of writings of other 
Persian philosophers of the L1th/17th century. 

(10)- on MullA Muhsin Fayd , see S.H. Nasr, "The School of Isfahan', in 
MM.Sharif (ed.), À History of Muslim Philosophy, vol. IT, 1966, pp. 904- 
932. 

(11)- See S.H. Nasr, Sadr al-Din Shirazi and His Transcendent Theosophy, 
London, 1978, and “Sadr al-Din Shiraz] (Mila Sara)" in M. M. Shari£ 
{ed.) op. cit., pp. 932-961; H. Corbin, En Islam iranien, vol. IV, pp. 
9-12. 


(12)- Corbin calls the ishraqi school founded by Suhrawardi "les pla- 
tonistes de Perse". See his En Islam iranien, vol. II, Paris, 197], de- 
voted to Suhrawardf and sub-titled "Sohrawardi et les Platoniciens de 
Perse", 

(3)- On Mall Rajab AIT TabrÏz see H. Corbin, La philosophie irani- 
enne et 1ä philosophie comparee, Tehran, 1978, pp. 102-103. 
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NOTES 


(1)- The first Western scholar in modern times to have definitely iden- 
tified al-Shaykh al-Yünan] as Plotinus was Th. Haarbrucker. See CA. 
Badawi, Plotinus apud Arabes, Theologia Aristotelis et fragrenta quae 
supersunt, Cairo, 1955, p. 1 of general introäwction. In his intro- 
duction, BadæÏ gives an extensive account of the history of the "ais- 
covery" of the “Theology of Aristotle" in modern times. 

(2)- Te Arabic text of the Uthulujiya was printed for the first time 
by F. Dieterici (Leipzig, 1882) and again by CA. BadawÏ, op.cit. 


(3)- Ibn Sinä's glosses, which are the best known by a Muslim author 
on the Uthflüjiya, were edited by CA. FadauT in his Arist5 Cind ai 
Sarab, Cairo, 1947, pp. 35-74; they have been translated and studied 
in French by G. Vaijda, "Les notes d'Aiceme sur la “’Theologie d'Aris- 
tote' " , La Rev Themiste, vol. 51, 1951, pp. 346-406 and S. Pines, 
“La longue recnsion de la theologie d'Aristote dans ses rapports avec 
la doctrine ismelienne", Revue des Ftuies Islamiques, vol. 22, 1954, 
pp. 7-20. 


{4)- TE mst be mentioned that the Iatin translation (most likely through 
the intermediary of Italian from the Arabic Uthüläjiyà under the direc- 
tion of Franciscus Roseus and with the title Sapientissimi. philosophi 
Aristotelis Stagiritae Theologia, sive Mystica philosophia secu-dun, 
Jesyptios, noviter reçerta et en latinum castigatissime redacta, Rome, 
1519) was itself influential in the further spread of interest in Neo- 
Platonisn in certain circles in the West. On the latin translation of 
the Arabic Uthälujiyä see Badæi, Plotinus apud arabes, pp. 3 ff. 


(5)- see P. Henry, "Vers la reconstitution de l'enseignement oral de 
Flotin", Academie royale de Belgique, Bulletin de la classe des Let 
tres, ser. XII, no. 5, 1937, pp. 310-342. 

(6)- On this question see BadawÏ, Plotinus apuñ arabes, pp. 24 ff. 
(7)- This fact was discovered by P. Kraus and mentioned in his well- 
knom study, "Plotin chez les arabes. Remarques Sur un nouveau frag= 
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The present volure is an outgronth of the research which S.J. 
Fshtivant has been carrying out in collaboration with 1. Corbin over 
the past several years, to prepare an anthology of the vritings of Fer- 
sian philosophers since the Safavié period. It maxks one more major 
‘contribution of AshtiyanT to the domain of Islamic philosophy, to which 
he has contribute 20 extensively during the past two decades. In pre- 
paring the present text, Âshtiyani has made use of the following manus= 
cripts: 

1- Manuscript no. 27827 belonginq to the Majlis Library in Teh- 

ran. This work is in the handwriting AG TAlib ibn Muhammad 

RadÏ and belonged to ga CALT Mudarris, the famous philosopher 

of the Qujar period. 

2- Manuscript no. 1030 of the Lihrary of Sayyid Miharmad Mish= 

Kät presented to the Central Jébrary of Tehran University, writ- 

ten in 1177 in Karbela, 


3- Manuscript no. 21688 of the Library of the Faculty of Theo= 
Logy of Ferdowsi University (Mashhad) . 


he Imperial Jranian Academv is pleased to be able to include 
in its publications series the text of this masterpiece of Flotinus, 
which is the source"of one of the profoumest links between Islam and 
the Mestern intellectual tradition, along with the comentary of one 
of the great liminaries of Islamic thought in its later flowering. is 
commentary reuresents the  meditation of the later Islamic sages 
upon Plotinus and also the partinq of ways, after the end of the Midäle 
ages between Islamic philosophy and the mainstrean of Western thought. 
May the study of Plotinus and meditation upon the echoes of his teach- 
ings in both East and Wbst, aid in bringing to life once again that wis- 
dom in whose bosom alone can East and Kest meet in hamony and true 
understanding. 


Dhu'l-geCdah 1397 (A.H.) 
Novenber 1977 (A.D.) 
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Mullä Mhsin Fayd received knowledge of the UtHGlHjiya fron his 
master and, although he did not write on the work hinself, must have 
trananitted to Gal s2°14 an oral knowledge concerning the text as well 
as a special interest in its content. Qsdi Safla stuäied the "Trans- 
cendent Thsosophy" as well as Sufion and Éirfän vith MALE Muhsin Fayä 
but is know more as an outstanding expositor of Sufism than of the 
“Transcendent Theosoph}". In philosophy he was in fact also influencod 
by Mllä Rajab CAT TabrÏ2Ï, who was opposed to the position of Mullä 
Saûrä and followed a more Peripatetic Line. (mn his Glosses upon the 
UtnHEjiyS, OBaT Sea reveals this background. In some passages, he 
makes use of the teachings of Sufisn, especially that fom of sufisn 
which carbines the teachings of Ibn Arab with specifically Shl°ite 
teachings issuing fran the shifite Imms. ‘nother places, he negates 
the theses of Mul13 Sara but aleo criticises In SInS, whose glosses 
upon the Uthülujiya he seens to have knom well. As a matter of fact 
the comentary of ol sa°Tà can be fully understooë only in the 1ight 
of the earlier comentary of In SEnä on the one hand, and the teachings 
of the "School of Isfahan” on the other. 


Bal Sa°à has unfortunately left his comentary upon the Uthü- 
1üjiya incœplete, ending his glosses with the fourth book (maymar) . 
This 18 one of several of his important vorks which he left unfinishod. 
Another is Asrär al-ibädät (Mysteries of Worship), a masterly study 
of the esoteric significance of the Islamic rites. Despite this fact, 
however, Qai Sa°Id's work mst be considered as an important philoso= 
phical treatise in its ou right and, after the glosses of Ibn Sin3, 
probably the most notable comentary written by an Islamic €hinker upon 
the cœlebrated "Theoloqy of Aristotle", a vork whose influence 15 so 
visible in the pages which record the later destiny of the intellectual 
life of both the Islamic world and the lest. 


the Arabic title of this work and to posit other readings for uthülu- 
JS. Some have called it abulBjiys meaning “apology" and others atu- 
1üjiya, from the Greek aitiologia meaning the science of causes. In 
both cases, such reading can be arrived at by merely changing the dots 
in the Arabic orthography of uthlldjiyä. Put there is no cogent proof 
for such assertions and it sens that the title uthälüjiya is defini 
tely correct. In fact, it vas as a result of the title of this book 
that later Islamic philosophers became familiar with this term and oc 
casionally üsed it as the name for a science rather than the title of 

a particular book. In this, as in so many other ways, the “Theology 
of Aristotle" came to leave an indelible mark upon Islamic thought and 
founë a permanent home for itself in the citadel of Ialanic intellectu= 
ai life. 


The commentator of the "Theology...", whose glosses appear for 
the first time in a modern edition in this volme, stands in a long 
line of Persian Islamic philosophes who were intellectually akin to 
the sages of the Pythagorean-Platonic tradition of Antiquity. GBA 
Sa°Ia Qu (°) who died in 1103/1691 vas a student of MALE Muhsin 
Fayd Käshänl, 10) hinself one of the foremost disciples of sadr al= 
Din shräzl, the great master of the “School of Isfahan" and the foun- 
der of a new intellectual perspective in Islam which he called al-hik- 
mat al-mita/äliyanh, the“rranscendent Thocscphy"(1l) saër a1-Din, who 
had synthesized various schools such as Peripatetic philosophy, illu- 
minationist (ishrägf) theosophy, kaläm and irfän into a new intellec- 
tual perspective, was well-versed in the teachings of Heoplatonien not: 
only through the works of Suhramaraï (1?) but also through direct stuëy 
of Necplatonic texts. Sadr al-Din Shirazi (Mulla Sadra) was especial- 
1y devoted to the UthEIGjiya, which he had studied thoroughly. He 
ven attributeë many of his an teachings such as “Erans-substantial" 
motion (al-harakat al-javhariyyah) to the author of the Uthülujiya. 
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to the basic thesis of Islamic thought, which is the Unity of the Truth. 
B it as it may, there is no doubt that from the Islamic point Œ view any 
form of knowledge which is legitimate anë which, since it is true, has 
been allowed to enter the citadel of Islam, canot centradict other. 
forns of "legitimate" knowledge but can only complement them. Islam 
sees various valid intellectual persmectives as conplementary and a 
Standing in a hierarchy dependent upon the made of the knower (per mo- 
den comescentis in Scholastic Terms) and the quality of the knowledge 
in question. Byt it does not admit the possibility of authentic modes 
of knowledge vhich are at the same tine contradictory. (°) 1e attempt 
+o harmonize the teachings of the Platonic and Aristotelian schools, 
both of which were considered “legitimate" foms of wisdon and integra- 
ted into the intellectual world of Islam, was therefore quite natural 
and a direct consequence of the nature of the Islamic perspective it= 
self. Islam saw in these schools not two contradictory philoscphies, 
but two different modes of knowledge, corresponding to the "lesser" 

and the "greater" nysteries, and thus standing on different levels in 
the hierarchy of knowledge. The "Iheology _of Aristotle", a work which 
was at once Necplatonic and considered to be by Aristotle, seemed to 
provide an historical "justification" and "probf" for the existence of 
different modes of knowledge anâ legitirate schools of thought and wis- 
dom. ‘Te Islamic intellectual figures in fact held the existence of 
these modes to be practically self evident and a direct consequence of 
the Islamic doctrine of Unity (tm). 


À word mist also be said concerning the use of the word "theo= 
logy" (uthülüjiya). The word theology as used in Western languages 
does not correspond exactly to any particular Islamic science although 
usually the vord "kalän" is rendered as “theology". But there is al 
20 mich theology in the Hestern sense to be found in what is technically 
called traditional philosophy or falsafah, especially the aspect deal- 
ing with "Divine Hisdon” (al-hikmat al-ilähiyyah), which can be trans- 
lated literally as “theosophy". The use of the title "theoloïy" itself 
is extrenely rare in Islam except in connection with this particular 
Work of Plotinus. This fact has led certain Western scholars to doubt 


‘he Arabic text of the "Theology of Aristotle" comprises the 
last three books of the Enneads as they are knom in their Greek ver- 
sion. But jt is not identical with the Greck text, which is the re 
cension of the teachims of Plotinus by his celcbrated stufent Porphyry. 
As à matter of fact, research during the past four decades by such 
scholars as P. Henry (5) scens to indicate that the Arabic “Iheology. 
is not the translation of Porphyry's recording of his masters teachings 
25 found in the Enneads, but the translation of à text by another stu- 
dent of Plotirus, most likely Amelius, who antedates Porphyry. (9) Such 
scholars claim, therefore, that the “Theology..." represents an inde- 
pendent view of the oral teachings of Flotirus and is an extrenely 
precious document, carplementins the well-knoun version of the Enneads 
as the principal source of knowledge for the teachings of the founder: 
of Neoplatonisn. 

‘The Arabic version of the "Ieology..…" based upon a lost Greek 
version was translated by Ibn NSfimah al-Himsi probably for al-Kinaf, 
and possibly with al-Kindl's om assistance. At first it was not re- 
ferred to as à work of Aristotle and only during the generations fol- 
lowing al-kinäf did it come to be firmly "established" as a work of the 
Stagirite. It seens that more of the thought of Plotinus vas trans- 
lated into Arabic than is contained in the "heolozy. ..", as can be 
seen by a study of the Risälah fit1-Cilm al-ilähi 1i'1-FArabl (Tren- 


tise on Divine Knowledge of al- 1) ,which is a spurious work attri= 


buted to Farabi 


It might be asked why over the ages the Muslims believed this 
Work to be by Aristotle, and in fact why some traditional Islamic philo- 
sophers continue to do so even today. Same have considered this to be 
an historical accident, which then caused a figure such as Farabl to 
write his al-Van® bayn ra'ay al-hakimayn Afl3tün al-1AhT va Aristü 
(Harmony between the Viens of he Tu Philosophers, the Divine Plato 
and Aristotle) in an atterpt to hamonize the views of Plato and Aris- 
totle, which meant also Neoplatonisn and Aristotelianien. Others con 
sider this attribution to be providential in as mich as it gave support 


Fethaps no figure from the Gracco-Alexanärian world has left 
as profound a mark upon Islamic intellectual life as Plotinus, even 

1£ one considers the extensive influence of such other pivotal figures 
as Plato and Aristotle. But whereas Plato was knom to the Muslins 

by his name in its Arabized form as AflAtün and Aristotle was known 

as Aristü or Aristütälls and entitled the "First Teacher", Plotinus 
hardly ‘ever agpears'on the stage of Islamic history under hiw on name. 
Although the name FlutInôs does appear in a few texts here and there 
Such as the Fihrist of Ihn NadÏm, Plotinus came to be knoum generally 
under the title of the “Shaykh of the Groeks" (al-Shayÿkh al-yänant) 
and was identified as the author of the “Theology of Aristotle" ( al- 
UthHGjiyE).  Therefore from the generation following al-Kindf in 
the 4th/10th century Plotinus was considered to be the same person as 
Stagirite, (D) 


The influence of Plotinus upon the Islamic vorlà is based al- 
most copletely upon a single text, namely the Uthülüjiya, which is 
printed in this volume with the comentary of the Safavid philonopher 
and gnostic, Gal SaTa Qumd. (2) put this single vork had repereus- 
sions in the most far-flung intellectual circles imginable. It vas 
read by the Peripatetic philoscphers such as Ibn Sins, who in fact 
wrote a set of glosses upon it. (%) 1e vas also knoun by IemiOIlE and 
other Shifite philosophers and theologians, such as the group of philo= 
sophers and scholars known as the Ikhsan al-Safa', and by Nasir-i Khus- 
raw. IE vas even studied by certain theologians such as Shahristänt 
and Ghazzali and its contemplative aspects meditated upon and integra- 
ted into certain perspectives of Sufisn by Ibn Arabf, Sade al-Dfn 
QunyawT, Abd al-karÏn al-JF11 and other masters of Islamic gnosis. 

It was also carefully studied by such later figures of Islamic thought 
as Saër al-Din Shirazi, who quotes often from it in his Asfar. In 
fact, 4€ might be said that it was Islamic spirituality with its marked 
dnostic (irfäni) character that revived the teachings of this sage 

of Graeco-llellenistic Antiquity anë made him and his school celebrated 
not only in the Islamic worlä but also in the test. (*) 
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